Trinity St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, New Rochelle, New York
The 1st Sunday After The Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord, Year C
( Holy Eucharist, Rite II ( January 9, 2022 (
Liturgy from The Book of Common Prayer 1979, beginning at Page 355.
INTRODUCTION: THE ENTRANCE RITE

We Gather As The Community of Faith, In God’s Name

A Welcome From Fr. Robert Gahler
Prelude
Opening Hymn

                                                                                     #76, The Hymnal 1982
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Words:
Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.  Music:  Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.
Opening Acclamation   






      

Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect of the Day: The Baptism of Our Lord   (The Book of Common Prayer, p 211.)
Deacon:  Let us pray the Collect of the Day for the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord.
Celebrant:   Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  

People:  Amen.
PART ONE:  LITURGY OF THE WORD

We Hear The Scripture Proclaimed And Related To Our Lives.

Hebrew Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 43:1-7 (Be Seated)

Lector:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”   Lector:  The Word of the Lord.   

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29:1-3, 9-11 (Stand) (The psalm is responsorial.  The Refrain below is sung first by the Choir; the congregation then repeats it.  The psalm verses are chanted by the Choir; the Refrain is sung by all.)
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                        The        voice             of          God              is   up - on_____        the         wa -  ters.

1 
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *

     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *

    
     worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

Refrain
3 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;

     the God of glory thunders; *

     the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
9 
And in the temple of the Lord *

     all are crying, “Glory!”

Refrain
10 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *

     the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11
 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *

     the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Refrain
Christian Scripture Reading:  Acts 8:14-17 (Be Seated)

Lector:  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.   Lector: The Word of the Lord.     People: Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia and Verse   (Stand)                                                                     #72, Songs from Taizé

(The Alleluia is responsorial. The threefold Alleluia below is sung first by the Choir; the congregation then repeats it. The Verse is chanted by the Choir alone; the threefold Alleluia is then repeated by the congregation.) 

         Cantor

   Choir, then all
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Verse:  This is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to Him!

 
Gospel:  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.      
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                              Glo – ry  to  you, Lord   Christ.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  The Gospel of the Lord.
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                      Praise  to  you,   Lord  Christ.

Sermon                Fr. Robert Gahler
Nicene Creed (Sung on one note.)




                                             
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People (Categories of Prayer, The Book of Common Prayer, p. 383.)  

Deacon:  Let us pray for the needs of the Church and of the world. [Pause]  
     Almighty God, hear our prayers for the Church Universal, its members, and its mission.

Intercessor: Let us pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury,


For Michael, our Presiding Bishop in the Episcopal Church;

For Andrew, Allen, and Mary, our Bishops in the Diocese of New York;


For Robert, our Priest; Hyacinth and Eliza, our Deacons; 

     and Jean Marie, our Deacon In Formation.

For the Wardens, Vestry & Lay Leadership of this Parish.
Cantor:  


    
 People:       
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Let  us  pray  to   the Lord

        Lord   hear  our   prayer
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 Music:  S-106, The Hymnal 1982
Deacon:  O God, our Sustainer, inspire our efforts to serve in your name.

Intercessor:  Let us pray for our Parish Outreach Programs; especially our “Brown Bag” Lunch 

Program.    

 
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.
  People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon:  O God our Governor, hear our prayers for the world, our nation,

and all in authority.


Intercessor:  We pray for Joseph our President and Kamala our Vice President; for the 
members of Congress, and the members of the Supreme Court; that they may work for justice, equal opportunity and civil rights in our nation.  For Antonio, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and for the leaders of the Member States; that they all may work for peace and international cooperation.   

Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.  People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon:  O God our Creator, hear our prayers for the welfare of the world.

Intercessor:  We pray for peace with justice in Yemen, Syria, Libya, Sudan, Myanmar,

and all other areas torn by violence.

We pray for international, national, state, and local efforts to deal with climate 

     change through major increases in renewable energy and through energy efficiency,  

     leading to the reduction of greenhouse gases.  We pray thanksgiving for the   

     installation of our new energy-efficient heating system here in church.

We pray for dialogue, awareness, and progress in overcoming systemic racism in our 

     economy, in the courts, and in law enforcement in this  country.

Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord. People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon:  Most Gracious God, we pray sharing the thanksgivings and concerns of our 

local community.

Intercessor:  We give thanks for those in the parish celebrating Birthdays January 9th  
          through January 15th:  Judy Camacho Zydek, Denise Malone, Beverly Nance, 

Kewhawn Brown, and Fr. Robert Gahler.
      We give thanks for, and we pray for, our Homebound Parishioners: Henry Cadogan, Elsie

Chatman, Lorma Davis, Lecent Gittens, Iris Cassis, Iris Wilkinson, Dorothy June Schetterer, Hazel Mair, Olive Vaughan, Pearl Carter, and Sylvia Robinson.
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.  People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon:  Most Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick or in need.

Intercessor:  We pray for Warren, Joseph, Mary Alice, Cecilia Marie, Sheila, Philip, Alease, 

     Ruth, Stafford, Tim, Ray, Anthony, Stewart, Yvonne, Gloria, David, Olufemi,      

     Bill, Judy, Robert, Jodie, Anthea, Danielle, Francis, and Janet. 
We also pray for all who suffer from the Covid-19 virus and for their families, friends, and medical care givers.  We pray for those who are unemployed, and for businesses that have closed, because of the pandemic.  We pray for all who continue to suffer because of the hurricanes, wildfires, and tornadoes.
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.  People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon:  Most Loving God, we pray for the departed. 

Intercessor:  We pray for Catherine Toohey, Patrick Erlandson, Joseph DiBartolo, Adeola 
Agbontaen, Leonor Suarez-Taylor, Will Santiago, Nancy Ward, Sylvia Byrd, Julian  Justina Uruakpa, Rae Eli, Sean Hoyte, the Rev. Dr. Michael Ajari, Horace Thompson, Richard Francis, Theo Okeke, Windell Hendricks, The Rev. Canon Claudia Wilson, Velda Cumberbatch, and for those we love who have died, especially those who have died in this past year.  We also pray for all who have died from the Covid-19 virus.   
Cantor:  Let us pray to the Lord.    People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Deacon:  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

People:  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  People:  Amen.  

The Peace (Let us share a symbol of Christ’s peace.)    
Announcements (Be Seated)
PART TWO:  THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

We Follow Jesus’ Example In Giving Thanks & Blessing.

We Offer God All Of Ourselves & Receive Back True Nourishment.
THE Offertory  [Action One by Jesus at the Last Supper:  Jesus Took Bread & Wine]  
Anthem at the Offering:                "This Baptizing Day"           -William Allen Pasch (b. 1945)
Trinity St Paul's Singers

Jesus went down to the Jordan one day, His Father’s calling to obey.

Then John baptized him; and the Lord God said:  “This is the way! This is my own dear Son.  Follow Him – His work’s begun.  Sin’s drowned – the vict’ry’s won! River, wash guilt away!”

This water flows as the promise of Grace for all God’s children in this place.

It’s not our doing; Christ has done it all.  Give God the praise!  Now let this flood of love wash us clean, all fear remove.  From earth to heav’n above loud thanksgiving we raise!  

When I go down to the river to pray thinking on my baptizing day, the Holy Spirit tells me I’m new-born!  Old Sin, away!  My savior died for me.  Resurrection sets us free!  Grace reigns eternally through this baptizing day!  

Text: William Allen Pasch adaptation of Martin Luther's hymn To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, FORM B (The Book of Common Prayer, p 367.)
[Action Two:  Jesus Gave Thanks Over The Bread & Wine]
 Sursum Corda                                                                                               S-112, The Hymnal 1982
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Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sanctus          
                                                                                          #125, The Hymnal 1982
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Music:
From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)  
Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People:  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;
Celebrant:  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Mary the mother of Jesus, St. John the Beloved Disciple, St. Paul our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.                                                                         S-147, The Hymnal 1982
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Music:
McNeil Robinson II (b. 1943)
The Lord’s Prayer (Contemporary Version)                                                            S-148, The Hymnal1982
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 Music:
Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD [Action Three:  Jesus Broke The Bread]
    Fraction Anthem    Be Known to us                                                                        S-171, the Hymnal 1982 
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Music:
Mode 6 melody; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)
THE COMMUNION [Action Four:  Jesus Gave The Bread & Wine]
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
(Those who are gathered in the parish chapel receive Communion on behalf of those participating electronically because of the pandemic.)

The Book of Common Prayer Assures of Full Spiritual Communion:  “If a person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or disability, is unable to eat or drink the Bread or Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all of the benefits of Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received with the mouth.”  (BCP, p 457) 

A Prayer By Those Unable To Receive Communion Physically:    Blessed Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITE

We Are Sent Forth To Serve All People In Christ’s Name.            
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

      

Celebrant & People:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn                                                                                                #594, The Hymnal 1982
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Words:
Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt.  Music:  Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932)

Dismissal:
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Postlude
Celebrant & Preacher
                              The Rev. Robert E. Gahler
Deacon



The Rev. Hyacinth E. Lee
Organist & Director of Parish Music


Philip Auman Godlewski

The Trinity St. Paul’s Singers 



Royaline Bailey (Soprano), Michael Hull (Tenor), 




Robert Puleo (Tenor), Philip Auman Godlewski (Baritone)                     

Lector 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 

Doreen Durant
Intercessor

Robert Puleo
Acolyte

Sean Patrick Gahler Hull
Assistant Acolyte

Olivia Moser
Video

Delano Allen, Michael Hull, Sean Patrick Gahler Hull
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