Trinity St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, New Rochelle, New York

Epiphany Sunday: The 2nd Sunday After Christmas, Year B
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II  January 3, 2021 
Liturgy from The Book of Common Prayer 1979, beginning at Page 355.

INTRODUCTION: THE ENTRANCE RITE
We Gather As The Community of Faith, In God’s Name
A Welcome From Fr. Robert Gahler
Prelude:
Opening Hymn

119, The Hymnal 1982

Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Dix, melody Conrad Kocher (1786-1872); arr. William Henry Monk (18231889); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect of the Day: The Epiphany (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 214)
Deacon: Let us pray the Collect of the Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord.
Celebrant: O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory
face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. People: Amen.
Collect of Samuel Ajayi Crowther (Died 1891. Commemorated in our Church Calendar
on December 31st. Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating The Saints, p 149.)

Deacon: Let us pray the Collect of Samuel Ajayi Crowther, first African Bishop in the Niger
Territories, consecrated Bishop at Canterbury Cathedral in 1864.
Celebrant: Almighty God, you rescued Samuel Ajayi Crowther from slavery, sent him to
preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to his people in Nigeria, and made him the first bishop
from the people of West Africa: Grant that those who follow in his steps may reap what he has
sown and find abundant help for the harvest; through him who took upon himself the form of a
slave that we might be free, the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. People: Amen.
Collect of Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton (Died 1821. Commemorated in our Church
Calendar on January 4th. Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating The Saints, p 157.)

Deacon: Let us pray the Collect of Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton, first North American-born
Saint of the Roman Catholic Church, who spent her adolescent years in this Parish.
Celebrant: Holy God, you blessed Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton with your grace as wife,
mother, educator and founder, that she might spend her life in service to your people: Help us,
by her example, to express our love for you in love of others; through Jesus Christ our
Redeemer. People: Amen.

PART ONE: LITURGY OF THE WORD
We Hear The Scripture Proclaimed And Related To Our Lives.
Hebrew Scripture Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Lector: A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of
the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. Lector:
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 72: 1-7, 10 (The psalm is responsorial. The refrain below is sung first by the Singers; the
congregation then repeats it. The psalm verses are chanted by the Singers alone; the refrain is repeated by all.)

All

kings

shall

bow

down

be - fore

him.

1

Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2
That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
Refrain
3
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4
He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
Refrain
5
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
6
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
Refrain
7
In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
10
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
Refrain
Christian Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
Lector: A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians.
I Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — assume that you have already
heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have
become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan
of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
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Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith
in him. Lector: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia and Verse

#72, Songs from Taizé
(The Alleluia is responsorial. The threefold Alleluia below is sung first by the Singers; the congregation then
repeats it. The Verse is chanted by the Singers alone; the threefold Alleluia is then repeated by all.)
Cantor

Choir, then all

Verse: We have seen His star in the East, and have come wo worship Him.
Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:
Glo – ry to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Fr. Robert Gahler

Nicene Creed (Sung on one note.)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
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Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People (Categories of Prayer, The Book of Common Prayer, p. 383.)
Deacon: Let us pray for the needs of the Church and of the world. [Pause]
Almighty God, hear our prayers for the Church Universal, its members, and its mission.
Intercessor: Let us pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop in the Episcopal Church;
For Andrew, Allen, and Mary, our Bishops in the Diocese of New York;
For Robert, our Priest; Hyacinth and Eliza, our Deacons;
and Jean Marie, our Deacon In Formation.
For the Wardens, Vestry & Lay Leadership of this Parish.
Cantor:
People:
Let us pray to the Lord

Lord hear our prayer
Music: S-106, The Hymnal 1982

Deacon: O God, our Sustainer, inspire our efforts to serve in your name.
Intercessor: Let us pray for our Parish Outreach Programs; especially our “Brown Bag” Lunch
Program.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon: O God our Governor, hear our prayers for the world, our nation,
and all in authority.
Intercessor: We pray for Donald, the President, and Joseph, the President-Elect; for the
members of Congress, and the members of the Supreme Court; that they may work for
justice, equal opportunity and civil rights in our nation. For Antonio, the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, and for the leaders of the Member States; that they all
may work for peace and international cooperation.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon: O God our Creator, hear our prayers for the welfare of the world.
Intercessor: We pray for peace with justice in Syria, Libya, Yemen, Iraq, Sudan & South
Sudan, Afghanistan & Pakistan, Palestine & Israel, Nigeria, and all other areas torn
by violence.
We pray for international, national, state, and local efforts to deal with climate
change through major increases in renewable energy and through energy efficiency,
leading to the reduction of greenhouse gases. We pray for God’s guidance in our
projects conserving energy here in this Parish, especially in planning our new church
heating system.
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We pray for dialogue, awareness, and progress in overcoming systemic racism in our
economy, in the courts, and in law enforcement in this country.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon: Most Gracious God, we pray sharing the thanksgivings and concerns of our
local community.
Intercessor: We give thanks for those in the parish celebrating Birthdays January 3rd
through January 9th: Tennyson Utomakili, Gloria Lashley, and Judy Camacho Zydek.
We give thanks for, and we pray for, our Homebound Parishioners: Henry Cadogan, Elsie
Chatman, Lorma Davis, Lecent Gittens, Iris Cassis, Iris Wilkinson, Dorothy June
Schetterer, Hazel Mair, and Olive Vaughan.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon: Most Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick or in need.
Intercessor: We pray for Warren, Joseph, Berkeley, Lenore, Henrietta, Mary Alice, Mike,
Sheila, Myrna, Fynn, Mark, Bill, Deacon Karen, Philip, Peggy, Danny, Marie, and
Florence. We also pray for all who suffer from the Covid-19 virus and for their families,
friends, and medical care givers. We pray for those who are unemployed, and for
businesses that have closed, because of the pandemic. We pray for all who continue to
suffer because of the hurricanes and the wildfires, and for all those individuals and
organizations helping in the recovery process.
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Deacon: Most Loving God, we pray for the departed.
Intercessor: We pray for Lorna Land, Alex Malon, Eliot Howard, Mary Bonner, Veronica
Brown, Andrea Stevens, Secundino Munguia, Ana Maria Valencia-Munguia, Dane
Charles, Albert Nixon, Mary Nixon, Van Hudson, Anne Jones, and for those we love
who have died, especially those who have died in this past year. We also pray for all who
have died from the Covid-19 virus.
Deacon: You may now offer your own petitions or thanksgivings, or your intercessions for the
sick or the dead, silently or aloud. [Pause for Prayer]
Cantor: Let us pray to the Lord. People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Concluding Collect: For Peace (The Book of Common Prayer, p.258, #18)
Celebrant: Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide
with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of earth, that in tranquility your
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. People: Amen.
The Peace (Let us share a symbol of Christ’s peace.)

Announcements (Be Seated)

PART TWO: THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
We Follow Jesus’ Example In Giving Thanks & Blessing.
We Offer God All Of Ourselves & Receive Back True Nourishment.
THE OFFERTORY [Action One by Jesus at the Last Supper: Jesus Took Bread & Wine]
6

Anthem at the Offering:

"Brightest and Best"

- Richard Shepherd (born 1955)

Trinity St Paul's Singers
Traci Moser, Jean Marie Angelo, Michael Hull, Robert Puleo
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid.
Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; low lies his head with the bests of the stall;
angels adore him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.
Say, shall we yield him a costly devotion; odors of Edom and offerings divine,
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, myhr from the forest, or gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure,
richer by far is the heart's adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Text: Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, FORM B (The Book of Common Prayer, p 367.)
[Action Two: Jesus Gave Thanks Over The Bread & Wine]
Sursum Corda
S-112, The Hymnal 1982

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only
Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of
the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin,
and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus
#125, The Hymnal 1982

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People: We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his
coming in glory;
Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. Mary the mother of Jesus, St. John the Beloved Disciple, St. Paul our
Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
S-147, The Hymnal 1982

Music: McNeil Robinson II (b. 1943)

The Lord’s Prayer (Contemporary Version)

S-148, The Hymnal1982
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Music:

Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD [Action Three: Jesus Broke The Bread]
Fraction Anthem Be Known to us
S-171, the Hymnal 1982

Music: Mode 6 melody; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)

THE COMMUNION [Action Four: Jesus Gave The Bread & Wine]
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
(Those who are gathered in the parish chapel receive Communion on behalf of those
participating electronically because of the pandemic.)
The Book of Common Prayer Assures of Full Spiritual Communion: “If a person desires to
receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or disability, is unable to eat or drink
the Bread or Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all of the benefits of Communion
are received, even though the Sacrament is not received with the mouth.” (BCP, p 457)
A Prayer By Those Unable To Receive Communion Physically: Blessed Jesus, I believe
that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with
all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this
life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITE
We Are Sent Forth To Serve All People In Christ’s Name.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen
The Blessing
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Closing Hymn

#109, The Hymnal 1982
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6. The let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.
Refrain
Words: English Carol, 18th cent. Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1841-1901); alt. refrain
harm. and desc. Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Dismissal:

Postlude
Celebrant & Preacher
Deacon
Organist & Director of Parish Music
The Trinity St. Paul’s Singers
Lector
Acolyte
Assistant Acolyte
Video

The Rev. Robert E. Gahler
The Rev. Hyacinth E. Lee
Philip Auman Godlewski
Traci Moser, Jean Marie Angelo, Michael Hull, Robert Puleo
Dr. Alwell Nwankwoala
Sean Patrick Gahler Hull
Olivia Moser
Joseph Pombo
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